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Weston late opening during August 

Weston will be open until 8oc (local time) on 

Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays during August 

and operations will remain open until 8.30, so it’s a 

chance for pilots to use the 18.30 slot which would 

normally be curtailed because the airfield usually 

closes at 7oc. 

 

Say No! 

There have been some instances of ATC giving 

inappropriate instructions to aircraft on the 

approach. A few years ago, a young student pilot, 

only recently soloed, attempted to follow an 

instruction to make an early turn after a go-around 

at an airfield in the UK and was killed when he lost 

control.  

So, if the tower tells you to do something unsafe, 

refuse and say that you are going around.  

When you land, report it to the CFI and the matter 

will be taken up with the airport management. 

 

Transponder tip 

If you intend to squawk another code some time 

after takeoff, such as the Dublin listening squawk, 

0401, set it on the transponder before takeoff, then 

press the VFR button and it will reset to 7000.  

When you reach the zone boundary, just press VFR 

and 0401 will reappear. On re-entering the zone, 

press VFR again to reset 7000. 

 
 

Donegal ATIS 

Pilots flying to Donegal should note that the ATIS 

there no longer transmits continuously. You must 

key the mike three times on 129.925 to activate it. 

 

Weather Guessing 

Many pilots make their decisions to fly or cancel 

solely on the general weather forecast.  

As pilots, we are supposed to understand more 

about weather than non-pilots so it’s important to 

check the forecasts properly and apply our own 

knowledge.  

A mention of “scattered showers”, for example, 

turns some pilots completely off the idea of flying, 

when a more detailed study might show that those 

showers would not affect the planned flight or might 

occur at a different time of day.  

Met sounds complicated, but when you look at it, 

for a VFR flight you need to know just four things: 

Will the visibility be good enough to see where you 

are going? Will the cloud base be high enough so 

that you can fly at a safe altitude? What are the 

winds aloft for flight planning and at the surface for 

takeoff and landing? And finally, that there is no 

dangerous weather expected, such as thunderstorms. 

If you are on a cross-country, you can check 

weather by tuning in to Dublin Volmet or ATIS or 

the ATIS at one of the other airfields.  

This can prevent you getting caught if there is a 

sudden change in the weather.  

They can usually be heard at quite a long distance 

from a few thousand feet. For example, you can 

pick up Dublin Volmet at 4000 feet near Waterford.  

Remember though, that if you have been squawking 

the Dublin or Shannon listening squawks, you 

should use the VFR button to go back to 7000 while 

you are off their frequency. Once you have listened 

to the broadcast, just flip back again using the tip 

shown opposite. 

 

Gotcha! 

A man took off from Weston last December in a 

Piper PA28 and flew to Shobdon, in the UK. On the 

way, he flew through the danger areas off the Welsh 

coast without contacting the appropriate ATC. 

When he landed in bad weather, he was asked to 

produce his licence, which he failed to do.  

It was discovered that his licence and medical were 

out of date. The CAA took him to court and, 

between fines and costs, he had to pay over £1200. 

Most pilots have EASA licences by now which 

remain valid for their lifetimes but you must have a 

valid class rating and medical certificate to fly as 

pilot-in-command.  

Student pilots must be authorized for all solo flights 

and must have a written authorization and a valid 

medical certificate. 

The medical certificate is important. Depending on 

your age, it will be valid for between one and five 

years but, it only remains valid if the pilot 

remains fit. Take a look at the notes labeled 

“Decrease in medical fitness” on the back of your 

certificate. You must not exercise the privileges of 

your licence if you become unfit, take any 

medication that might inhibit you, or undergo 

surgery or other treatment. Most pilots will follow 

these rules but a few will not. They will attempt to 

hide the facts and may even make false statements 

when answering the questionnaire that goes with the 

medical examination. This is illegal and could lead 

to permanent exclusion from holding a licence. 

Ignoring these rules puts others at risk and would 

also invalidate the aircraft insurance. 


