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Uncertain of position and closing plans 

For pilots who know how to use the navaids, 

there should be no reason to be “uncertain of 

position” but if you are inexperienced and find 

yourself in that situation, don’t forget to ask 

ATC for help. They can see your transponder 

and give your position or even vector you to an 

airfield if you need that.  

If the weather deteriorates and you feel that you 

must land at an airfield that doesn’t have ATC, 

don’t close your flightplan while you are still 

airborne. If you do that and something happens 

on landing, there may be no one to help you. 

Just tell ATC that you will close the flight plan 

by phone after you land. 

 

Cockpit changes after GNS430 fitted 

The instrument panel needed some rearranging 

to fit the Garmin, so pilots will find that the 

DME audio switch is now to the left of the 

Garmin; the OAT gauge has been moved to the 

lower line of engine gauges, next to the Hobbs 

meter; and the cabin speaker has been 

disconnected as the Garmin doesn’t have an 

amplifier to power it. The ADF had a long-

standing bearing error which has been 

corrected. 

 

Flightplan information 

Now that the Garmin GNS430 has been fitted, 

we need to change what we show on ATC 

flightplans for communications and navigation 

equipment.  

We used to write “SDF” which meant:  

S = VHF communications, VOR and ILS;  

D= DME; F=ADF. 

However, the communications standard covered 

by S meant 25 khz spacing.  

If you have 8.33 khz spacing, you must add Y 

to show that.  

In addition, we must show that GPS is fitted, so 

the entry should be: SYDFG.  

The transponder should be shown as S since it 

doesn’t just show Mode A (the squawk) and 

Mode C (the altitude) but also a unique code 

which identifies EI-YLG. 

 

 

Newcastle ATZ 

Those who have new charts will notice that 

Newcastle airfield has an Aerodrome Traffic 

Zone (ATZ). This is similar to what they have 

around all airfields in the UK and means that 

you should not enter that zone unless you 

contact the airfield.  

I suggested some years ago that we should have 

such zones, as the Air Corps were charging 

through the Trevet circuit in  PC9s and 

AW139s but the authority made excuses that it 

couldn’t be done.  

The new zone is the result of pressure from 

Newcastle where they had had several very 

close near misses with transient aircraft.  

It’s good airmanship to avoid the area around 

an airfield unless you are planning to land there. 

ATZs are usually 1.5 NM radius and extend to 

1500 or 2000 feet AGL. 

 

Cockpit Reference Booklet 

We have several pieces of reference 

information in the cockpit, so I decided that it 

would be best if we brought it all together in 

one folder. The contents are:- 

1. Weston airfield diagram and local 

frequency list, 

2. Ready reckoner fuel planner, 

3. List of the club’s standard settings for 

the GPS,  

4. Quick Reference for the Garmin,  

5. Operating Instructions for the Personal 

Locator Beacon (PLB), 

6. Interception procedures. 

 

The Annual Inspection 

The annual inspection is due later this month so 

pilots should take advantage of any good 

weather before then to get some flying.  

As the propeller will be sent for inspection, the 

check could last two to three weeks. 

 

The Answer! 

The September newsletter carried a photograph 

of the ADF with a question about the bearing to 

a radio station. The answer was that it was not 

showing any bearing as the function switch was 

set to ANT (antenna). In that position, the set 

just acts as a radio receiver and the needle 

points to the test position, which is at 3 o’clock. 


