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Down Time 

We had a long period without any flying due to the 

protracted annual inspection and bad weather, 

which meant that we finished 2017 having flown 

fewer hours than expected.  

Things are looking up a bit and flying has started 

again. It goes to show that we should grab the 

chance to fly when the weather is good instead of 

putting it on the long finger. The aircraft is hangared 

now, so you don’t need to worry about finding it 

covered in frost as shown by Richard Persse’s photo 

below. 

 
 

Cold Starting 

Starting in cold weather can be difficult at times.  

In such conditions, fuel is not as volatile as it is in 

warmer weather and so it takes more priming.  

Six or seven strokes of the throttle may be 

necessary, but even then it may not fire on the first 

attempt.  

A common fault is that pilots start to pump the 

throttle while trying to start. That only tends to lean 

the mixture when what is really needed is a quick 

closing of the throttle with a slower opening.  

If the engine doesn’t start after several tries, it will 

be necessary to “blow out” to clear the cylinders. 

You do this by pulling the mixture control to “idle-

cut-off” and setting the throttle fully open.  

Then turn the starter and if it fires, push the mixture 

control in and pull the throttle back to a low setting. 

If it doesn’t start after blowing out, prime and try 

again. If the engine fires a couple of times, let it rest 

for a minute or two, then try again. Those few 

explosions will warm the cylinders and the heat will 

make a successful start more likely. 

Cranking sessions should be limited to 10 seconds 

duration, with at least 20 seconds between one 

attempt and the next. If it hasn’t started after six 

attempts it should be allowed to cool for 30 minutes 

before any further attempts. 

 

Caution – Carb Ice! 

Carb ice is very common under the present weather 

conditions. Our procedures guard against this but 

one step is not always done correctly.  

We should keep the carb heat on until 200-300 feet 

before touchdown, but some pilots turn it off as 

soon as they turn final. This is wrong and can be 

dangerous. The engine cools rapidly in cold 

weather so it’s important to keep heat going to the 

carburettor for as long as possible on the approach. 

 

Subscriptions 

Subscriptions for 2018 are now due. Members may 

pay by cheque or directly to the club’s bank 

account. Details are: Sort code 93 25 15, Account 

14673091. IBAN IE93 AIBK 9325 1514 673091. 

Don’t forget to put your name on the transfer so that 

John knows who has paid. 

Even when the aircraft is not flying, we still have 

bills to pay such as the annual inspection, 

hangarage, insurance, etc. 

 

Bad Times Past 

Sixty years ago this month, the club lost one of it’s 

best-known members of the time, Major A.C 

“Monkey” Morgan, in an accident at Shannon.  

He was flying a Piper Apache, EI-AJL of Irish Air 

Charters to deliver film. It was said that the cabin 

door opened just after takeoff, causing him to lose 

control. He had flown the aircraft across the 

Atlantic in February 1957 with the famous long 

distance pilot, Max Conrad. Major Morgan had 

been the owner of the Auster EI-AGJ which later 

became one of the club’s aircraft for quite a few 

years before it was sold to member Billy Rafter who 

has had it totally reconditioned and still flies it from 

the strip where his brother Tom also has an 

immaculately maintained Auster, EI-AUM.  

You can see pictures of EI-AGJ on the home page 

of our website. 

 

Plan and Go 

It would be nice if pilots would plan their flying 

well ahead and so get more enjoyment from it. 

Instead of pottering aimlessly around the local area, 

why not decide now to get up to speed and plan 

some trips away from base? Two PPLs flying 

together can do some serious flying for the same 

cost as they might spend on less productive flights.  

It seems such a waste for pilots to put so much 

effort into getting a licence, only to allow all that 

skill and knowledge to fade away. 


